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A method of providing information to at least orfe movable platform in an area 
f where signal coverage is not available from aja information source, to create an 

5 information network, the method comprisingysteps of: 

transmitting an information signal contairyrig the information with a transmitter 
located at the information source; 

receiving the information signal with a^irst transmitter/receiver unit located on a 
movable platform that is within a signal coverage area of the information source; and 
10 re-transmitting the information signal with the first transmitter/receiver unit to a 

receiver located on the at least one movatyfe platform 

2. A method of providing information from at least one movable platform in an area 
where a signal network does not exist between the at least one movable platform 
1 5 and a destination, the method comprising steps of: 

transmitting an information signal containing the information with a transmitter 
located on the at least one movatfle platform; 

receiving the information signal with a first transmitter/receiver unit located on a 
movable platform that is within a signal coverage area of the destination; and 
20 re-transmitting the information signal with the first transmitter/receiver unit to a 

receiver located at the destination. 
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3. The method as claimed in claims 1 and 2, further comprising repeating the steps 
of receiving and re-transmitting the information signal along a signal path with an 
additional transmitter/receiver unit to provide the information signal between the first 
transmitter/receive/ unit and the at least one movable platform. 

4. The method as claimejjMn claim 3, wherein the additional transmitter/receiver 
unit is located on a fixed pla/fform. 



5. The method as claimed in clai 
unit is located on a movable platfo 




3, wherein the additional transmitter/receiver 
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6. The method as claimed in claim 5, wheifein at least two of the movable platforms 
are located on a pathway and are travelling in the same direction. 

7. The method as claimed in claim 5, Wherein at least two of the movable platforms 
are located on a pathway and are travelling/n the opposite direction. 

8. The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein at least two of the movable platforms 
are located on parallel pathways and ar/ travelling in the same direction. 

9. The method as claimed in claim^S, wherein at least two of the movable platforms 
are located on parallel pathways and«g£ travelling in the opposite directions. 



10. The method as claimed in claj^rfo, wherein at least two of the movable platforms 
are located on pathways that int^sect, and at least one of the two movable platforms is 
travelling towards the intersei^fion. 

11. The method as claimed in claifn 5, wherein at least two of the movable platforms 
are located on pathways that int^secj;, and at least one of the two movable platforms is 
travelling away from the intersection. 

12. The method as claimed in claim 5, where jn at least one of the movable platforms 
is not located on a pathway. 

13. The method as claimed in claim 5, \wierein at least two of the movable platforms 
are located on a pathway, and further comprising a step of monitoring the movable 
platforms and information signals along me pathway with a pathway station. 

14. The method as claimed in cl/aim 5 further including a step of providing the 
information signal to a movable platform located in an area where there is an insufficient 
number of available movable platforms to provide a signal, with a supplemental 
communication system. 
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A system that provides information to and frorfi a destination which is in an area 
where signal coverage is otherwise not availab/e from an information source, 
comprising: 

the information source including a transmitted unit that transmits the information 

signal; 

a transmitter/receiver unit located on a movable platform that is within a signal 
coverage area of the information source, that receives the information signal and that 
re-transmits the information signal; and 

the destination including a receiver that receives the information signal. 

16. The system as claimed in claim 15, wherein the transmitter/receiver unit is 
located on a the movable platform in an ^rea where there is an already existing 
communication channel. 

17. The system as claimed in claim \4 9 further including at least one additional 
transmitter/receiver unit, located on a movable platform, that receives and re-transmits 
the information signal to provide the infonfiation signal between the information source 
and the destination. 

18. The system as claimed in claim ^7, wherein the movable platforms are ground 
vehicles. 

19. The system as claimed in claim A 7, wherein the movable platforms are aircraft. 

20. The system as claimed in claim 17, wherein at least two of the movable platforms 
are located on a pathway and are travelling in the same direction. 

21. The system as claimed in clajm 17, wherein at least two of the movable platforms 
are located on a pathway and are travelling in opposite directions. 



22. The system as claimed in claim 17, wherein at least two of the movable platforms 
are located on parallel pathways Aid are travelling in the same direction. 



-25 - 



23. The system as claimed in clam/17, wherein at least two of the movable platforms 
are located on parallel pathways, anftwd' travelling in opposite directions. 

24. The system as claimed in clam* / 17, wherein at least two of the movable platforms 
are located on pathways that in^rsect, and at least one of the movable platforms is 
travelling towards the intersec^fon. 



as claimed in claim 17, whe/eL at least t\v 





25. The system as claimed in claim 17, whe/ein at least two of the movable platforms 
are located on pathways that intersect, and/at least one of the movable platforms is 
travelling away from the intersection. 

26. The system as claimed in claim /7, wherein at least one of the movable platforms 
is a satellite. 

27. The system as claimed in claim 17, wherein at least one of the movable platforms 
is not located on a pathway. 

28. The system as claimed in clainf 17, further comprising a supplemental 
communication network that communicates directly with a movable platform that is 
located in an area where there are insufficient movable platforms available to provide a 
signal to the movable platform. 

29. The system as claimed in claipi 17, further comprising: 
at least one pathway station/hat monitors the movable platforms along a 

pathway; and 

a pathway control station^ coupled to the pathway station and to an existing 
communications network, that controls communication between the pathway station and 
the existing communication ndiwork. 
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^f. A method of providing information to rj/ovable platforms along a signal pathway , 
comprising steps of: 

transmitting an information signafl containing the information from an 
information source to a transmitter/receiver taiit located on a first movable platform; 
5 receiving the information signal wim the transmitter/receiver unit; and 

re-transmitting the information sfignal with the transmitter/receiver unit to a 
receiver that is located on a second movable platform. 

31. The method as claimed in dlaim 30, wherein the first and second movable 
10 platforms are located on parallel pathways and are travelling in the same direction. 

32. The method as claimed in claim 30, /(vherein the first and second movable 
platforms are located on a pathway and are travelling in opposite directions. 

15 33. The method as claimed in ci#ffn 30, wherein the first and second movable 
platforms are located on parallel path(\#^s/knd are travelling in the same direction. 
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34. The method as claimed hi claim 30, wherein the first and second movable 
platforms are located on parallel ^pathways, and are travelling in opposite directions. 

35. The method as claimed in cl^im 30, wherein the first and second movable 
platforms are located on pathways/mat intersect, and at least one of the first and second 
movable platforms is travelling/rowards the intersection 

36. The method as claimed in cl^frn 30, wherein the first and second movable 
platforms are located on pathways th^; intersect, and at least one of the first and second 
movable platforms is travelling #wgy fro^ri the intersection. 



37. The method as claime 
30 is not located on a pathway 




claim 30 wherein at least one of the movable platforms 
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38. The method as claimed in claim 30, yfurther comprising repeating the steps of 
receiving and re-transmitting the information signal with at least one additional 
transmitter/receiver unit located on a third/movable platform, to provide the information 
signal between the first movable platforja^agtd the second movable platform. 



39. The method as claimed in o4aim 38, wherein the step of re-transmitting the 
information signal with the at lea/t one additional transmitter/receiver units includes 
transmitting the information signal to a receiver unit located on a fourth movable 



platform. 




